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Newsletter of the Rockford Amateur Astronomers, Inc. 

Editor:  Carol Beaman 

Assistant Editor:  Barry Beaman 

Contributions or letters to the editor should be sent to Carol 

Beaman, 6804 Alvina Rd., Rockford, IL 61101 or sent by e-

mail to praesepe44@AOL.com.  If you have any questions 

please call 815-962-6540 
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President: Jeff Carpenter 815-623-6918 

  jclcjcbc@charter.net 
 

Vice-President: Steve Hoyer 815-235-9589 

  Sirius2Rigel@yahoo.com 
 
  

Secretary: Pete Minneci 815-229-5207 

  p.minnecijr@insightbb.com 
 

Treasurer: Augie Orlandi 815-874-2597 

  walkaboutaugie@verizon.net 
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       Director: Steve Hoyer 815-235-9589 

  Sirius2Rigel@yahoo.com 
 

ALCOR:  Barry Beaman 815-962-6540 

  Praesepe44@aol.com 

Board Members:      

1st Year Director:     

  Garrett Harper  (chairman) 

  gsharper13@aol.com 
 

Howard Hedlund   

  howard59hedlund@insightbb.com 

2nd Year Director:     

  Gordon Lucus 815-621-6189 
 

  Dave Petersen 815-654-1458 

dasapetersen@sbcglobal.net 

Appointments: 

Newsletter  

 editor:   Carol Beaman 815-962-6540 

 WebMaster  Dave Petersen 815-654-1458 

Lockwood Park Obs. Phone:  815-964-6457 

              www.rockfordamateurastronomers.com 

   Annual Dues (includes membership in the Astronomical 

League): 

 Individual ($15)  Family ($20) 

 Junior Member ($12) 

 Keyholder ($5 additional) 

Optional Subscriptions: 

 Sky and Telescope ($32.95 for 12 months) 

 Astronomy (1 year for $34.00 or 2 years for 

$60.00) 

Make checks payable to RAA, Inc.  

SEND CHECKS to AUGIE ORLANDI at  

6207 PENGUIN DR., ROCKFORD, IL 61109 

 

AUGUST 28 LUNAR 

ECLIPSE REPORT 
As a club we voted to ignore the August 28 lunar 

eclipse because is was a work night (morning) and 

the weather here had been so bad anyway.  I didnôt 

even highlight it in our newsletter for August.  For 

that I am especially sorry.  Not only was it clear, 

but it was a very dark eclipse.  I hope many of you 

got up early and watched this event even without a 

public circus on our part.  My family got up long 

enough to nod and say, yes, thatôs a lunar eclipse 

alright.   

 

Since I am once again retired, and the weather was 

great I decided to see the thing through to the end 

when twilight took over and obscured the event.  

Since no one else sent me any pictures, you are 

just going to have to put up with a few of my 

tripod mounted photos.  (Photos by Carol Beaman) 

 
4:01 am August 28, 2007 

 
 

5:09 am August 28, 2007    5:37 am August 28 2007 
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Future Meetings and Activities 

September  5-7  ASPôs 119
th

 Annual Meeting 

in Chicago 

September 7-9 AstroFest at Vanaôs, near 

Bourbonnais. 

September 13-16 Prairie Skies Star Party at 

Camp Shaw, get more 

details at 

www.prairieskies.com) 

September 15  Fall Astronomy Day  

Internet alert from Night Sky 

Network:   Seeing in the Dark 

 
TITLE: Seeing in the Dark, a film by Timothy Ferris 

PBS AIR DATE: Wednesday, September 19 at 8:00 p.m. 

(check local listings).  (I know that is club meeting night, but 

perhaps some of us can set our VCRs for this program.) 

 

DESCRIPTION: Stargazing is the subject of Seeing in the 

Dark, a 60-minute, state-of-the art, high-definition (HDTV) 

documentary written, produced and narrated by award winning filmmaker, journalist and best-selling author 

Timothy Ferris.  The program introduces viewers to the rewards of first person, hands-on astronomy.  It is based 

on Ferrisô book, Seeing in the Dark (Simon & Schuster, 2002), named by The New York Times as one of the ten 

best books of the year. 

 

The program features remarkable high-definition astrophotography and introduces men and women who have 

seen and captured phenomenal images within and beyond our solar system and galaxy, both professionals and 

amateurs. They include: 

Å Robert Smith, former star NFL running back turned stargazer, Miami, Florida 

Å Barbara Wilson, who teaches at a public observatory near Houston, Texas 

Å Steven James OôMeara, an artist and astronomy writer who lives in Hawaii 

Å Ron Bissinger, a corporate CEO in Pleasanton, California who hunts for planets of 

distant stars 

Å Rob Gendler, a radiologist and deep-space astrophotographer in Avon, Connecticut 

Å Michael Koppelman, a musician who imaged light older than Earth from his 

observatory outside Minneapolis 

Å Debra Fischer, an astrophysicist at Cal Berkeley who works with amateur astronomers 

Å The Bisque Brothers, designers of telescope-control software and hardware in Golden, 

Colorado 


